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1.0 Introduction 

1.1 Background 

This report provides an overview of the history and character of Brackenfield Plan 

area, identifying the key physical features and characteristics which make it special 

and contribute to its unique sense of place. 

The report summarises Brackenfieldôs origins and evolution and identifies its 

distinctive characteristics, including representative building types and landscapes.  

Features of particular historic interest have been highlighted and described within the 

context of the wider evolution of the area.   

Parts or features of the Plan area that have been deemed to be most significant and 

which are most vulnerable to change are summarised at the end of the document. 

The report has been prepared to support the policies in the Brackenfield 

Neighbourhood Plan and its principle aim to ensure future development and land use 

takes into account local character.  In order to achieve this, the report seeks to 

provide a better understanding of the character and heritage interest of the area 

including the issues that have the potential to change this character. 

This approach is supported by the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 

which recognises the importance of local distinctiveness and endorses the use of 

characterisation studies to inform planning policy.  The NPPF in its core principles, 

states that planning should ótake account of the different roles and character of 

different areasé recognising the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside 

and supporting thriving rural communities within it.ô 

The report has been prepared by AndrewTowlertonAssociates in partnership with the 

Brackenfield Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group. 

The local community and key stakeholders such as Historic England have been 

consulted as part of its preparation.  This showed strong support for the report 

including its aims, approach and content.  
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1.2 Study Area 

The assessment covers the Brackenfield Neighbourhood Plan area as identified in 

figure 1. 

Figure 1 Brackenfield Neighbourhood Plan Area 

 

1.3 Approach 

The Brackenfield Heritage and Character Assessment is based on best practice 

historic and landscape character assessment processes, principally: 

¶ Understanding Place Historic Area Assessments: Principles and Practice 

(Historic England 2017) 

¶ An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment (Natural England) 

¶ How to prepare a character assessment to support design policy within a 

neighbourhood plan (Planning Aid) 

The assessment has been adapted to suit the needs of the neighbourhood plan 

process and as such, has consulted further best practice documents (in consultation 

with Historic England) as outlined in the reference section. 
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In preparing the assessment, the following approaches have been taken to 

understanding and documenting the character of the area: 

¶ Desk study, including: 

- analysis of historic and recent maps; 

- review of existing evidence including the Derbyshire County Council Landscape 

Character Assessment (2013) and the North East Derbyshire District Council 

Historic Environment Study (2012); and 

- identification of designated Heritage Assets and those assets in the Historic 

Environmental Record. 

¶ Field survey of the area, utilising a proforma based on that produced by Planning 

Aid and completed by members of the Brackenfield Neighbourhood Plan 

Steering Group, under the guidance of the consultant.  As well as providing a 

description of the overarching character of the Plan area, the assessment also 

includes a more detailed appraisal of óspecific character areasô which display 

similar physical attributes. 

¶ Discussions with local residents.   

1.4 Structure of the Report 

The report is structured as follows: 

Section 2.0: provides the context to the study area with regards location and land 

based designations; 

Section 3.0: provides a summary of the historical origins and evolution of the Plan 

area; 

Section 4.0: identifies the historical assets of the Plan area, both designated and 

non-designated; 

Section 5.0: provides a summary of the landscape area based on existing studies; 

Section 6.0: is a more detailed assessment of each of the Character Areas 

identified for this report; 

Section 7.0:  highlights the key characteristics that are most vulnerable to change 

and identifies planning principles for managing character; and 

Section 8.0: identifies further areas of work. 
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2.0  Context 

2.1 Location 

Brackenfield Plan area occupies an attractive rural position on the eastern fringe of 

the Peak National Park.  This is a transitional landscape between the Derbyshire 

Coalfield in the east and the Peak District to the north-west.  The topography is 

gently undulating, rising in the west to the pronounced ridgeline from Shooterôs Lea 

to Highoredish and in the east to Stretton Hillside.  The combination of woods and 

fields makes for a fine panorama when viewed from Higham, Shirland and Stretton. 

The closest towns to Brackenfield are Matlock in the west and Alfreton to the south 

east, both approximately 5 miles away. 

Much of the landscape is characterised by a rural quality of settled, long established 

agricultural use.  Winding country lanes, traditional farm buildings and hedge field 

enclosures are a prominent feature of the gently rolling landscape. The predominant 

land use is pasture for stock based agriculture and rough grazing with little industry. 

The dispersed hamlet of Brackenfield is centred primarily around Brackenfield 

Green, with a second cluster of buildings at Woolley and farm buildings and cottages 

dotted along the country lanes. 

The population of the parish at the time of the 2011 census was 214, living in 90 

dwellings dispersed across an area of 740 hectares.   

Figure 2 Regional context 
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2.2 Land Based Designations 

The high scenic value of the area is widely recognised and documented.  Whilst 

there are no statutory designated landscapes, there is a non-statutory landscape 

designation. 

The Derbyshire Special Landscape Local Plan (June 1988) produced by Derbyshire 

Council designated sections of the western part of the District as Special Landscape 

Areas in view that they órepresent the finest Derbyshire landscape outside the Peak 

District National Park and represent those areas of landscape most similar in 

character of the Peak District National Park.ô 

This system of local landscape designation has since been incorporated into the 

District Local Plan. North East Derbyshire District Local Plan 2005 (saved policies) 

currently offers the Special Landscape Areas a degree of protection from 

development that would detract from the surrounding landscape or affect the setting 

of any heritage or wildlife resources. 

The northern half of the Plan area is encompassed in the óAshover Valleyô Special 

Landscape Area; typified by a ógreat variety of landform, extensive woodland, and 

interesting field and hedgerow patterns.ô  Ogston Reservoir and its setting contribute 

greatly to the quality of the landscape in this area. 

The Plan area is identified as an Area of Multiple Environmental Sensitivity (AMES) 

based on ecological, historic and landscape sensitivity. 1   The landscape is of 

óPrimary Sensitivityô, considered to be óthe most sensitive areas of landscape, which 

are the most likely to be negatively affected by change or development and will 

attract a strong focus on the protection (conservation) of their environmental assets.ô 

Ogston Reservoir is designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest and thus has 

statutory protection. 

 

3.0 Historic Development 

3.1 The Origins of Brackenfield 

In medieval times Brackenfield was known as óBrackenthwaite', suggesting that its 

name is of Scandinavian origin meaning ñbracken clearingò.  It was settled after the 

Danish invasions in the late ninth century.  Brackenfield does not feature in the 

Domesday Book (1086), which suggests that it had by then become an unoccupied 

area of rough grazing land lying on the fringe of the manors of Ogston and 

Wessington. 

                                                           
1Areas of Multiple Environmental Sensitivity 2013. Derbyshire County Council 
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In pre-Conquest days land in this area had traditionally been worked by sokemen 

(tenants) swearing allegiance to the lord of Crich.  In the middle of the twelfth century 

a community had revived.  Around this time the Manor of Brackenfield came into 

existence.  Most of the small population lived on the upper slopes of the hillsides with 

lower land covered by forest. 

At a very early period Brackenfield fell within the ecclesiastical parish of Morton, 

along with the neighbouring settlements of Ogston and Woolley (then perhaps known 

as óLittle Ogstonô) and owing to its distance from the parish church a chapel of ease 

had been built by the late 13th century to serve the needs of the local population. 

This was the chapel dedicated to the Holy Trinity or Trinity Chapel situated on the 

hillside below the Highoredish ridge on the western edge of the Plan area, the ruins 

of which may still be seen today. 

This building dates from the 15th/16th century and was formerly divided into a nave 

and chancel by the medieval traceried rood screen which was later removed to the 

new parish church.  Trinity Chapel became an independent benefice in 1758 and in 

1845-6 a new parish church was built at the junction of Church Lane and Butterfield 

Lane and the old chapel was thereafter abandoned.  An annual pilgrimage to the 

ruins was held on Trinity Sunday each year to commemorate its historic place in the 

community. 

The most historic secular 

building within the Plan 

area is Ogston Hall, set in 

its own parkland 

overlooking the River 

Amber.  Ogston was one of 

the properties bequeathed 

C. 1002/4 by the Mercian 

thegn Wulfric Spot to his 

re-foundation of Burton 

Abbey.  It was recorded in 

the Domesday Book (1086) 

as part of the Deincourt manor of Morton; by the 14th century it had become a 

separate manor held by the family of Revell from whom it passed by marriage in 

1717 to the Turbutts who resided there until 1973. It was then acquired by the 

Wakefield family, who continue to own the estate. 

 

 

Ogston Hall c1912 


