
Brackenfield Village Association 
Minutes of meeting held on Monday 8th January 2024 at 1330 at Green Farm 

 
Present: Linda Walker, Catherine Tomlinson, Stefan Priest, Martin Philips; Cath Pilsbury,  
               Lynn Keeton, Diane Hooton, Christine Edwards 
               Gilly Burnett and Mark Phillips from Brackenfield Hall Management Team,  
               for the first part of the meeting. 
 
Apologies: Pat O’Brien 
 
Minutes of the meeting on 17th July 2023   Agreed. 
Matters arising (not covered elsewhere): Request to PC for a bench on the Green. This is not on 
the PC agenda for January although Christine did email the Clerk. Cath will follow up. 
 
Brackenfield Community Hall update: 
 
Gilly and Mark were welcomed to the meeting and thanked for attending. They explained that as a 
small group of volunteers they have largely been delegated the day to day running and 
management of the Hall by the PCC. Mark is a member of the PCC and manages the finances 
including the Brackenfield Church Hall account. The aim is to keep the hall available for community 
use and to gradually improve the facilities. Income is being generated through bookings and events 
promoted by the Hall Team. Currently the Church are not charging rent but there will be a review at 
the end of the year at which point they are likely to require some income. It is early days as they 
have only been up and running for three months. It was noted that the Hall looked very clean and 
tidy at the last Heritage Café meeting, the Christmas Tree looked good and help with setting up the 
Hall was appreciated. 
 
There was some discussion about communication and advertising. The Facebook page has 300 
followers; however, it was pointed out that a lot of people are not on Facebook. Amber News and 
posters on the noticeboard are being used. Martin offered to put any news items on the 
Brackenfield.org website and Catherine T will add them to the Brackenfield Facebook page. 
Christine offered to compile an edition of the Brackenfield Bulletin including items from the Hall 
Team, which could be circulated to homes in Brackenfield and maybe Wessington if there are 
enough volunteers to deliver it. 
 
It was agreed that we need to share information regarding proposed events and dates so that the 
Hall Group and BVA can complement one another and avoid clashes. Email is a good way of 
keeping in touch. It was agreed that we would meet again later in the year to review how things are 
going. The Hall Team are planning Well Dressings on 25th, 26th and 27th May. Gilly and Mark left the 
meeting at this point. 
 
Whist Session: Wednesday 24th January at 1330 at BCH £3 admission on the door including 
refreshments. 

• Linda is organizing this and hopes to run it once a month. Opportunities for experienced 
players and beginners. 

 
Italian Night: Friday 8th March 2024 at 1900. £15 per ticket for a three-course meal with tea/coffee. 
Option to bring own alcoholic and soft drinks.  

• The Hall is booked from 1300. 

• Gilly has done an inventory of furniture, crockery, cutlery and glasses and we should be ok for 
46.  

• Catherine, Lynn, Diane, Martin Stefan and Christine volunteered to set the room up at 1330. 

• Lynn will make 10 table decorations. 



• Cath will source white table cloths and red/green serviettes. 

• Linda will provide some candles. 

• Martin will bring balloons and complimentary drinks. 

• Lynn will organize a raffle with one prize of an Italian Hamper – donations welcome 

• Christine will email the guests who have booked and request payment by end of February. 
 
 
Wildlife Area Maintenance: Saturday 10th March 1000 to 1200 on the Green 
 
Brackenfield PC have agreed that the BVA can organize a voluntary maintenance session twice 
yearly for trimming back and clearing the path etc. Volunteers will be invited to bring hand tools 
including battery operated tools. 
 
Cheese and Wine Evening and Quiz: Friday 7th June at 1930 £15 per ticket 
 

• Lynn will check with her cheese contact to see if he could host the evening at a competitive 
price. 

• The second option is for us to arrange it ourselves (hosted by Martin). 

• Further discussion on Monday 13th May. 
 
Fund-raiser for Air Ambulance: 
 
Lynn and Christine visited Shirland Golf Club with Cllr Heather Liggett with a view to hosting a race 
night in September. The function room is a lovely venue which may well be suitable for a future 
event. Unfortunately, the only space suitable for ferret racing would be the balcony, which is too 
small. Christine will contact the Manager to explain. Christine will look at the option of a music night 
in Ashover and report back to the committee. 
 
Brackenfield Heritage Café events: 
 
Thursday 22nd February 1000 – 1200 at BCH £3 including refreshments 
“Off the Boats” with Elizabeth Holloway 
 
Thursday 21st March 1000 – 1200 at BCH £3 including refreshments 
Heage Windmill 
 
Thursday 9th May 1000 – 1200 at BCH £3 including refreshments 
Well Dressings: Brackenfield Film from 2000 and talk with Pat Lomas 
 
Thursday 4th July at 7.15pm at the Bassett Rooms, Ashover  
Special ticketed event: Wildlife Photography evening with Crich-based, internationally-recognised 
photographer Andy Parkinson 

• The BHC sub-group will meet on 23rd January to firm up details. 
 
Well Dressing May 2024 
 
The Hall Management Team are organizing a well dressing event to take place during the late May 
bank holiday weekend and have invited the BVA committee to participate. Whilst the BVA committee 
do not want to take on any responsibility for this event, some individuals may be willing to assist with 
specific practical tasks such as contributing baking or staffing a tea room for a few hours. 

 
Next Committee Meeting: Monday 13th May at 1330 at Green Farm 


